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Remarks 

A personal interview was conducted on Thursday, January 25, 2007, during 
which possible amendments to the claim were discussed to overcome the teachings of 
the prior art of record, as well as to address 35 USC § 112 issues. Finally, the 
agreement was reached, and the examiner indicated allowability of the claims over the 
prior art of record. Accordingly, Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 and 35 USC § 
103 have been withdrawn due to the applicant's amendment. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a personal interview 
with an applicant's representative Marina Portnova (Reg. No.: 45,750) on Thursday, 
January 25, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Claims 1-39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 2, further comprising ^ 
st e p of determining which partners in the co l laboration community list are to be invited 
to become subscribing partners of the hosted enterprise solution. 
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41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, wherein the stop of 
determining which partners in the co l laborat i on community list are to be invited to 
become subscribing partners comprises determining which partners are to be invited 
based on a standard and open policy provided by the service provider. 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, wherein each subscribing 
partner is ef one of two or more types of subscribing partners, each type of subscribing 
partners having different usage privilege of the hosted enterprise solution. 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 112, further comprising th e st e p 
of determining which partners in the col l aborat i on commun i ty list are to be allowed to 
become subscribing partners. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 44, wherein th e st e p of 
determining which partners in the co ll aboration commun i ty list are to be allowed to 
become subscribing partners compris e s d e t e rm i n i ng which partn e rs is performed based 
on a standard and open policy. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98 112 , wherein th e stop of 
generating a list of the partners that forms at least a portion of the collaboration 
community includes accommodating changes to how many partners comprise the 
collaboration community. 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, wherein for one or moro 
each of the subscribing partners, the partner subscription fee and the cost-sharing value 
are different amounts . 
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49. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising th e st e p 
of accounting for any partner in the collaboration community who changes its status in 
regards to being or not being one of the subscribing partners. 

50. (Cancelled). 

51 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising tho stop 
ef-providing different usage privileges of the hosted enterprise solution to the client, the 
subscribing partners and the non-subscribing partners. 

Claims 52-55: (Cancelled) 

56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising th e st e p 
ef determining usage privileges of the hosted enterprise solution for the one or more 
subscribing partners based on inputs from the client. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising th e st e p 
of determining usage privileges of the hosted enterprise solution for the one or more 
non-subscribing partners based on inputs from the client. 

Claims 58-97: Cancelled 

98. (Currently Amended) A method for a s e rvic e provid e r to e nabl e cost - 
sh a r i ng of a host subscript i on f ee to b e incurr e d for by a c lie nt for th e us e of a host e d 
e nt e rpris e s ol ut i o n by th e cl i ent a nd th e c lie nt's partn e rs in a co l laborat i on commun i ty, i n 
wh i ch th e cl ie nt and i ts partn e rs commun i cat e among th e mse l ves on l in e /wh e r e each 
partner is oithor a subscribing partner or a non subscribing partnor, tho method 
executing an enterprise application through tho uso of via a network enabled system of 
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a service provider to enable enterprise solution cost-sharing, the method porform the 
st e ps comprising: 

establishing a hosted enterprise solution to be used bv users in a 
collaboration community, in which the users communicate online, the users 
comprising a plurality of partners and a client; 

d e t e rm i n i ng establishing a cost of th e an initial host subscription fee to be 
incurred by the client; 

providing a cost-sharing formula that is based i n part by tho uso on 
characteristics pertaining to a number of the users of the hosted enterprise 
solution , a modifiable number of subscribing partners, and a modifiable number 
of non-subscribing partners, by-aU wherein the subscribing partners represent a 
group of partners within the plurality of partners that pay a partner subscription 
fee while the non-subscribing partners represent the rest of the plurality of 
partners that do not pay the partner subscription fee and the c li ent of th e 
col l aborat i on community ; 

determining , using the cost-sharing formula, a cost-sharing value bas e d 
on app l y i ng a pr e d e t e rm i n e d funct i on to a associated with the partner 
subscription fee to be paid by one or more of the subscribing partners for th e 
subscr i b i ng partn e r's us e of th e hos e d e nt e rpr i s e so l ut i on as part b ei ng in th e 
co l laboration community, th e va l ue bo i ng a not sav i ng to th e host subscript i on 

£aa' 

mon i toring e ach subscrib i ng partn e r i n th e portion of th e co ll aboration 
community who pays a partn e r subscr i ption f ee for his us e of th e host e d 
e nt e rpr i s e so l ution as part of b ei ng in th e col l aboration community, th e 
subscr i b i ng p a rtn e r pay i ng th e partn e r subscr i pt i on f ee to contr i but e to th e va l u e 
b ei ng the n e t sav i ng to th e host subscr i pt i on f ee ; 

monitor i ng each non subscr i b i ng partner in th e portion of th e col l aborat i on 
commun i ty who doos not pay a partner subscr i pt i on foo for his uso of th e host e d 
e nt e rpr i s e so l ut i on as part of b ei ng in th e co ll aborat i on community, th e non - 
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subscr i b i ng partn e r aff e cting th e cost of host subscr i ption f e e by h i s use of the 
hostod ontorpr i so so l ut i on wh i lo not contr i but i ng to tho va l uo; and 

updating the initial c l i e nt's host subscription fee to be incurred bv the client 
bas e d at le ast i n part on using the determined cost-sharing value : and 

providing the hosted enterprise solution for use by the client, the 
subscribing partners and the non-subscribing partners. 

99. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 112, further comprising the 
st e p of determining which partners in the list of partners are not to be invited to become 
subscribing partners of the hosted enterprise solution. 

100. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising th e st e p 
ef communicating the balance of the host subscription fee to the client over the network. 

101. (Cancelled) 

102. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, further comprising tho stop 
ef tracking partners invited to become subscribing partners who decline subscriptions. 

103. (Cancelled) 

104. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 112, further comprising the 
st e p of generating invitations to all the partners in the list to be invited to become 
subscribing partners. 

105. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising th e st e p 
ef tracking the host subscription fee as it is modified by the cost-sharing value 
contributed to by a given subscribing partner. 
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106. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 112, further comprising th e st e p 
ef modifying the list of the partners in the collaboration community based on inputs from 
the client. 

1 07. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising th e st e p 
ef determining usage privileges of the hosted enterprise solution of the one or more 
partners in its collaboration community based on inputs from the client. 

108. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 98, wherein the hosted 
enterprise solution comprises a data-exchange enterprise collaboration software 
solution. 

109. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 98, wherein the hosted 
enterprise solution comprises a document workflow enterprise collaboration software 
solution. 

110. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 98, wherein the host 
subscription fee is at least partially incurred by the client for using the hosted enterprise 
solution. 

111. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 99, wherein the st e p of 
determining which partners In the list of partners are not to be invited comprises 
determining which partners in the collaborating community are not to be invited based 
on a standard and open policy. 

112. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further comprising prior to 
determining a cost of the host subscription fee, generating a1ist of the partners that 
forms at least a portion of the collaboration community. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 40-42, 44-46, 48, 49. 51 . 56. 57. 98-100. 102, 104-1 12 are allowed. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per independent claim 98, the best prior art, Miller et al. (US 200510055306) 
in view of Shorter (US 2002/0198782) teach a method for creating a user-defined 
collaborative environment, comprising generating a list of the partners that forms at 
least a portion of the collaboration community; determining a cost of the host 
subscription fee based in part by the use of the hosted enterprise solution by all the 
partners and the client of the collaboration community; determining a value based on 
applying a predetermined formula to a partner subscription fee paid by one or more 
subscribing partners for the subscribing partner's use of the hosed enterprise solution 
as part of being in the collaboration community; and further comprising generating by a 
client a list of preferred partners; generating a value by applying a predetermined 
function to preferred subscribers subscription fee; modifying client's host subscription 
fee based upon results of said generated value; and updating relevant information 
regarding subscription fee. 

However, Miller et aL in view of Shorter fails to teach or fairly suggest that said 
formula is based on characteristics pertaining to a number of the users of said hosted 
enterprise solution, a modifiable number of subscribing partners, and modifiable number 
of non-subscribing partners. 

The best foreign art. Akatsuka et al. (JP41 1213032A) appears to disclose means 
for calculating privilege points of the customer and a sharing expense charging means 
for calculating the share of the expense of the calculated privilege points to charge. 
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However, Akatsuka et al. fails to teach or fairly suggest that said formula is based 
on characteristics pertaining to a number of the users of said hosted enterprise solution, 
a modifiable number of subscribing partners, and modifiable number of non-subscribing 
partners. 

The best NPL prior art, Shorter; (A Multiple Method of Doing Business), while 
teaching hierarchical network structure, including sponsors and consumers, wherein 
service provider's charges are influenced based on the amount of paying users, fails to 
teach or fairly suggest that said charges are based on characteristics pertaining to a 
number of the users of said hosted enterprise solution, a modifiable number of 
subscribing partners, and modifiable number of non-subscribing partners. 



The remaining dependent claims are considered allowable, as they are 
dependent and based of an allowable independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reason for Allowance". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4649. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 703-308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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